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AARP Announces Winner of Andrus Award for Community Service 

 

RICHMOND, Va. – AARP Virginia is pleased to announce that this year’s recipient of 

the highly distinguished Andrus Award for Community Service is Corazon Sandoval 

Foley of Fairfax County. 

 

Foley was recognized during a virtual awards celebration on Nov. 18. 

 

Foley is a dedicated volunteer community organizer whose unwavering advocacy 

directly contributed to the creation of the Fairfax County Burke/West Springfield Senior 

Center Without Walls (CWOW). Recently, Foley led the development and 

implementation of a virtual platform which provides the community with up to date 

resources, information, and connections to services specifically in support of older 

adults experiencing anxiety and social isolation due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

The CWOW, created in response to the lack of any brick and mortar senior center in a 

specific area of Fairfax County, now serves older adults where there were previously 

unmet needs. As a result, Foley’s work has helped to ensure that older residents can 

access programs and services that enable autonomy and their ability to age in place. 

The work of CWOW involves the establishment of community partnerships with places 

of worship, businesses, and neighborhoods to utilize their facilities for activities and 

programs that traditionally would be offered at a dedicated senior center. To date, over 

fifty local facilities have been donated for programming space, and the CWOW has 

served more than 1,500 older residents of Fairfax County. 

 

Foley’s absolute commitment to this initiative has been essential to its positive impact 

on the community. Since its inception in 2008, Foley has maintained an active 

leadership role, serving as CWOW Advisory Board President, personally volunteering 

her time to its programs and activities, and recruiting new volunteers. A testament to its 



success, the National Association of Counties and the Environmental Protection Agency 

has recognized CWOW with National Innovation and Best Practices Awards. 

 

Not only has Foley inspired peers to become advocates for older adults, but also she 

has tangibly enhanced the lives of older adults in her community. Fairfax County 

residents served by the important health and social services, recreational activities, and 

lifelong learning opportunities made possible only by Foley’s help, have reported 

significant improvement in their overall wellbeing, social connections, and connection to 

their community. 

 

The Andrus Award for Community Service is AARP’s most prestigious and visible 

volunteer award. It recognizes individuals who are sharing their experience, talent, and 

skills to enrich their communities in ways that are consistent with AARP’s mission, 

vision, and commitment to volunteer service, and that inspire others to volunteer. 

 

The AARP Virginia Awards celebration was held virtually on Nov. 18, due to the current 

pandemic. The awards honor AARP Virginia’s champions and most dedicated 

volunteers. AARP Virginia volunteers provide outreach and advocacy for nearly one 

million AARP members in Virginia as well as all Virginians age 50+, and are committed 

to community service and helping everyone age with dignity and purpose. 

 

To learn more about what AARP Virginia is doing in the community, visit our website, or 

follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

About AARP 

 

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, social welfare organization with a membership of 

nearly 38 million that helps people turn their goals and dreams into real possibilities, 

strengthens communities and fights for the issues that matter most to families — such 

as health care, employment and income security, and protection from financial abuse. 

Learn more at www.aarp.org.  
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