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Open Letter to Burke Conservancy Residents (March 11, 2021) 
 
Allow me to begin by thanking the Burke Conservancy for its community leadership and particularly, for its 
support of the organization that I founded the Burke/West Springfield Senior Center Without Walls.  The 
Burke Conservancy has been the kindest group towards the seniors in our Burke area and we thank you very 
much, especially Jeannie Winslow. 
 
How would you feel if you saw children playing ball on top of your parents' graves? 
 
How would you feel if you saw children playing ball on top of Arlington Cemetery graves or  perhaps the grave 
of Francis Scott Key, who wrote the Star Spangled Banner during the Siege of Baltimore in the War of 1812? 
 
Burke Conservancy is well known for its care for the environment and its patriotism with the moving annual 
Memorial event ceremonies. 
 
And yet, Fairfax County records indicate that the Burke Conservancy desecrated graves of the Coffer family 
that includes two War of 1812 Patriots -- Captain Thomas and his younger brother Ensign Francis Coffer IV. 
 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library_cemeteries/Cemetery.aspx?number=FX127 
A 1969 survey conducted by the Pioneer America Society's Tony Wrenn described a 54'x 60' fence surrounding 
three graves with head and footstones. Thick undergrowth hid any additional burials. By 1998 the gravestone 
of HULDAH COFFER (1840-1903) was surrounded by a 15'x 15' wooden fence 
 
During Black History Month 2021, I asked an Alexandria archaeologist to review the site and he stated: I also 
suspect there might be burials beyond the existing fence. I think the modern parcel lines were placed where 
they are because that's where that earlier, larger fence was when it was subdivided. Looking at the aerials, I 
don't think there are burials as far west as the slide, but again, this is all just from looking at it and not actually 
doing any of the research or testing. 
 
I believe that the Burke Conservancy should request that a Fairfax Archeologist actually do research on the 
Coffer cemetery.  The Virginia State Law on cemeteries indicates that desecration of gravesites is a felony and 
this is a great opportunity to right a wrong by the Burke Conservancy that probably did not realize this issue 
until I called it to their attention.  I understand that archaeological research could first  be done digitally 
without having to disturb the site. 
 
And if in fact the Burke Conservancy were to find the gravesites of the Coffer Brothers, heroes of the War of 
1812 who fought in the Siege of Baltimore and during the British attack on Washington, then the Burke 
Conservancy could celebrate the honor of having lived up to its vaunted record of being the most patriotic 
organization in our Burke hometown.  We owe it to American veterans, including my husband Mike who is a 
Vietnam Veteran, to honor their legacy and their gravesites. 
 
Many Thanks Again to the Burke Conservancy for its community leadership and support of our seniors. 
Corazon Sandoval Foley   (corazonfoley@yahoo.com) 
Resident of Edgewater, a Burke Conservancy Neighboring Community 
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